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Biotechnology equipment demonstrated at Goodhue School
R.D. Aaland

GOODHUE - At the regular Goodhue School Board meeting on Monday, April 16, students Alyssa Zemke
and Breanna Ackerson demonstrated some of the new ag equipment that was purchased with the
$10,000 received from Monsanto last fall. It includes a centrifuge, a vortextor, a thermo cycler, an
electro cell box and several pairs of gloves.

The girls explained the processes they have learned on separating DNA strands. Some of the equipment
they have been able to use was made available through a partnership the school has with the Mayo
Clinic.

Most of this can be credited to the efforts by agriculture instructor A. Lee Thompson who will be honored
as the state's top ag instructor in June.

Roof bid accepted

A new roof will be installed over all of the old (1935) school building. The Goodhue School Board
accepted a bid from Interstate Roofing from Onalaska, Wisconsin of $219,600 to re-do all seven areas of
the old school's roof.

Part of the project, the area over Gym One, will require them to place a crane on the school building.
They will also replace two windows that are old and inefficient.

The work will start on June 4 and will be finished by August 15.

This project will lower the school's capital funds to $100,000; of which $80,000 is kept for emergency
needs. This means that the parking lot will be patched, but not redone as originally hoped for.

FCCLA

Ethan Dressen reported on the activities of the Family, Careers and Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA).  He is in a speaking competition at the state level and he hopes of going to the National FCCLA
Convention in June.  The board approved paying for Sandy LaGosh's trip to the national convention, if
any students earn a trip there.

Staff changes

The board approved the hiring of Ashton Erie and Courtney Hinsch to the summer recreation staff.

Resignations were accepted from Harriet Warren who was thanked for the forty years she has given the
school as a health and physical education teacher. Other resignations were received from both assistant
wrestling coaches, Brandon Schafer and Travis Goodman, ninth grade volleyball coach Kiersten
Jacobsen, and paraprofessional Allison Albers.

The board elected not to renew the contract of special education teacher Julia Roundtree.

Other business

The number of students who qualify for the special education program will be down next year.

Activities director Josh Wieme was hired for seventy hours over the summer. This is to co-ordinate
programs, such as concussion testing.
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